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1. About Startup Preparation Activities

1. A foreign entrepreneur submits a Startup Preparation Activity Plan to the local government or private business
operator that has been recognized by the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry (hereinafter referred to as a
“Foreign Entrepreneur Promotion Implementing Organization”).

2. The Foreign Entrepreneur Promotion Implementing Organization reviews whether the submitted plan meets the
requirements stipulated in the METI public notice. In conducting this review, the organization seeks opinions
from individuals with expertise and experience in business start-up and management. If the plan is deemed
appropriate, the organization issues a Certificate of Confirmation of the Startup Preparation Activity Plan to the
foreign entrepreneur.

3. Foreign entrepreneurs shall submit the relevant Certificate of Confirmation and the required documents to the
Tokyo Regional Immigration Services Bureau.

4. Upon examination, the Regional Immigration Services Bureau grants the foreign entrepreneur the status of
residence of “Designated Activities.”

5. The foreign entrepreneur who has been granted this status of residence begins startup preparation activities in
Japan as a “Specified Foreign Entrepreneur.”

(Note)
When submitting a Startup Preparation Activity Plan to Niigata Prefecture, please complete the application form in
Japanese.
Even if the relevant plan is approved and a Certificate of Confirmation of the Startup Preparation Activity Plan (or a
Certificate of Confirmation of the Startup Preparation Activity Plan (for Renewal)) is issued to the specified foreign
entrepreneur, this does not guarantee the approval of the entrepreneur’s entry into or residence in Japan, as such
approval remains subject to examination under the immigration and residence procedures.
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2. About Business Scale and Applicant Eligibility for Startup Preparation Activities

In confirming the Startup Preparation Activity Plan, it is necessary that the plan submitted in the application be premised

on meeting the requirements for the status of residence “Business Manager” within one year after the foreign national’s

landing in Japan or after the change of status of residence (or within six months in the case of renewal).

With regard to the scale of the business, among these requirements, all of the following conditions must be satisfied.

& The total value of assets used for the business to which the application pertains (including the amount of stated
capital and the total amount of capital contributions) must be at least 30 million yen.

€ The business must be operated with the engagement of at least one full-time employee residing in Japan, other than
the person engaged in the management or administration of the business (excluding persons who reside in Japan
under a status of residence listed in the upper column of Appended Table | of the Immigration Control and Refugee
Recognition Act).

The applicant must meet at least one of the following criteria

€ Have at least one year of experience in business management or administration

€ Hold a doctoral degree, master’s degree, or professional degree in a field related to business management, or in a
field involving the technical skills or knowledge required for the business pertaining to the application.

It is required that there be a reasonable prospect that an office will be established within one year after landing in Japan
or after the change of status of residence (or within six months in the case of renewal).

(Note)
The office does not include short-term rental spaces leased on a monthly basis, easily removable stalls or kiosks,
facilities lacking independence such as shared offices or coworking spaces, or entities without a physical presence, such
as virtual offices.
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3. Business Fields under the Startup Preparation Activity Plan Approved by Niigata
Prefecture(11 Fields)

o osepior————————————————————————

1 Growth-oriented manufacturing sectors leveraging Niigata Prefecture’s industrial clusters, including food products, machinery, metals,
chemicals, electrical machinery/electronic components, and transportation equipment

2 Agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and regional trading company sectors utilizing Niigata Prefecture’s diverse local specialties, such as
Koshihikari rice, Echigohime strawberries, Niigata Wagyu beef, Echigo cedar, and seafood

3 Logistics-related sectors leveraging transportation infrastructure such as Niigata Port, Naoetsu Port, Niigata Airport, and the Hokuriku
and Kan-Etsu Expressways

4 Fourth Industrial Revolution sectors utilizing technologies such as Al, loT, and big data

5 Information and communications industry sectors leveraging ICT human resources from universities and specialized training colleges,
including Niigata University and Nagaoka University of Technology

6 Energy-related sectors utilizing abundant natural resources such as coastlines, rivers, forests, snow-based cooling/thermal energy, and
natural gas

7 Tourism, sports, culture, and community development sectors leveraging diverse tourism resources, including Niigata's four-season
natural environment, rich food culture, hot springs, and region-based history, culture, and sports

8 Construction industry sectors leveraging the concentration of Niigata Prefecture’s core construction industries

9 Education service sectors leveraging the concentration of universities and diverse advanced and specialized training colleges in Niigata
Prefecture

10  Health-related industries and healthcare sectors leveraging health-related expertise from companies and universities in Niigata
Prefecture

11  Medical and healthcare sectors utilizing information in the medical and health fields, such as big data held by local medical institutions in
Niigata Prefecture
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